for students to work in Pasteur labs and with our teams in the field. Where needed, we will help to build facilities with the latest training technologies.
Surveillance has proved a real problem in the Ebola outbreak, and an important goal of our initiative is to train a substantial pool of skilled local professionals in techniques such as epidemiology so that they can do research-based disease tracking. By working with international partners we plan to improve access to modern equipment for medical biologists and other scientists in Africa.
We will also work to provide extra training for existing African scientists by funding postdoctoral fellowships and training at approved laboratories and facilities in West Africa. Today's professors will train tomorrow's students, so it is crucial that we establish more research opportunities for local scientists. We hope that encouraging them to develop projects with international partners will generate a virtuous circle to ensure the sustainability of a research programme for public health. The fellowships will cover a range of scientific disciplines, from outbreak investigation and rapid response to quality assurance. There are currently not enough -if any -of these opportunities in poor countries such as Guinea and Liberia. These nations need a new generation of African doctors, nurses, lab technicians and PhD-trained scientists. We will also provide funding to encourage the brightest African postdoctoral scientists who have trained abroad to return.
It is important that response to future disease outbreaks is informed by new knowledge about basic science. The joint project will fund collaborations between African scientists and international organizations that focus on the various components of an epidemic: the pathogen, vector, environment and host genetics.
Infectious-disease outbreaks will continue to occur. We must capitalize on the current political momentum and the will of international agencies and take steps to make lasting improvements to education, research and surveillance in West Africa and change the way the next outbreak unfolds.
The Pasteur Institute and the China CDC want to provide a foundation for this international effort. We appeal to other governmental and international organizations, African networks and funders to join us. Together, we can rebuild and establish the scientific and medical capacity and infrastructure that West Africa needs to recover from this outbreak, and to ensure that it is prepared for the next one. ■ SEE EDITORIAL P.5, NEWS FEATURE P. WORLD VIEWA personal take on events
